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Press Release 4th May 2010
UK Bookmakers Welcome Barry Hearn's Decisive Stand on Match Fixing

The Association of British Bookmakers and the UK betting industry it represents is pleased that the World Professional Billiard and Snooker Association, led by its Chairman Barry Hearn, has taken a strong line on issues concerning the integrity of snooker and welcomes the decisive response outlined in Mr Hearn's press statement. The WPBSA has fully understood that both sponsorship and the position of the sport as a betting medium is at risk if the reputation of snooker for honesty and fair play is not maintained.

Chief Executive of the ABB, Patrick Nixon, said: "Whilst little or no evidence has emerged of sports betting integrity breaches in the UK, incidents such as this create a disproportionate amount of alarm and a lack of confidence for the betting public.

UK bookmakers want all betting markets to be clean and perception is as important as fact. That is why the UK betting industry worked closely with the recent specialist panel on Integrity in Sports Betting set up by DCMS and chaired by Rick Parry which put in place enhanced structures to deal with such issues.

Bookmakers, who are the victims in any fraudulent betting coup, can detect and report suspicious betting patterns, but it is up to sports governing bodies to maintain robust regulatory frameworks and for the Gambling Commission to void relevant betting markets and to prosecute cheating where it occurs".

Note for Editors:

The ABB is the leading trade association for high street bookmakers in Great Britain with over 7,000 (out of around 8,500) licensed betting offices in its membership.
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